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Bull Dog News

HDMS, CIP School, Making Progress 
 

Last August Hall-Dale Middle School principal Steve Lavoie informed the community of our schoolÕs 
identification as a Continuous Improvement Priority School (CIPS) under the No Child Left Behind Act.  The 
long-range goal of NCLB is that every child will be proficient in core areas of study according to state standards. 
For Maine, those standards are described in the Maine Learning Results, and proficiency has
been measured by the Maine Educational Assessment (MEA). Because our students with disabilities subgroup 
had not met the state target in mathematics for two consecutive years, we were identified as a CIP school. That 
designation highlighted a need for improvement efforts, and qualified us for NCLB funding.  
 Our schoolÕs short-term goal was to make Annual Yearly Progress on assessments 
this fall. Those scores, from the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP), 
will be reported mid-winter. Our long-term goal is to have all of our students proficient in 
reading and math. Over the past few months weÕve been developing an action plan for 
improvement and we are awaiting its approval from the Department of Education.  

Our CIPS action plan includes a variety of strategies and interventions for teaching. It also provides for 
extensive analysis of test results and strategies for short and long term for improvement. Recommendations will 
be made for adjustments in curriculum and teaching strategies; and professional development needs of the faculty 
will be addressed. Once the plan is accepted, we will begin implementation and copies of the action plan will be 
available to the community.  
 Two programs for improvement have already begun. Title 1 math classes are taking place with pull-out 
instruction for a number of middle school students. The goal of Title 1 is to offer intensive remedial instruction 
and fill identified gaps in learning as quickly as possible, thus raising scores and preparing middle school students 
for high school. In a second improvement effort, certain students have been offered free tutoring to help them do 
better in school. Again, this program is offered under the No Child Left Behind Act. Five Students have chosen 
ACES TUTORING, and seven have chosen to work with Sylvan Learning Center. These children will meet their 
tutors after school for a number of weeks and take the late bus home.  
  

       Sixth Grade News               

We have had our first snow 
day, the winter holiday is soon 
approaching, and the Patriots 

are losing!  Some of the sixth 
graders are playing 
basketball, some are 
preparing for the upcoming 
concert and many have put 

the flu behind them.  At least, 
we hope that is the case 
about the flu!

There is a great deal 
going on at this time, and 



there is more activity in which we’d like to 
have you participate.  Report cards went out 
a couple of weeks ago and we hope that you 
have had a chance to sit down with your 
child and discuss his or her progress.  The 
sixth graders have demonstrated many 
strengths but we all have more work to do.  
Here is where you can help your child.  
Discussing your child’s successes helps 
build confidence. Those successes may 
include their participation in a music 
program here at school or elsewhere.  Sports 
often help students become better time 
managers and organizers.  The Civil Rights 
Team and math team help students reinforce 
working in groups and problem solving. 
Being part of our school’s student 
government is another way to learn 
leadership skills. Participating in these 
activities helps students become more well-
rounded and better school citizens.  

The sixth grade team has begun to 
review student progress and will be calling 
some parents or caregivers if a child has 
earned twos in subject areas and/or in the 
behavior or work ethic standards.  We’d like 
to work on communicating more regularly 
with parents of students who are struggling 
in specific areas.  We have called some 
parents and have asked others to come in to 
see two or more of us to set some goals and 
strategies on how the student can begin to 
work toward earning threes and experience 
more success.  If you haven’t been contacted 
by us and your child received twos on his or 
her report card be aware that our goal is to 
have your child  earn threes and meet the 
standards.  Not everyone will meet these 
standards at the same time but that is the 
goal toward which we are all working.    
Please call the teacher that you would like to 
come in to see or to set up regular e-mail 
communication.  Together,  parents, 
teachers, and child working together will be 
more successful.  The number is 622-4162.  

You can also contact us by email.  Our 
addresses are: 

JCline@halldale.org
AClukey@halldale.org
DCrocker@halldale.org
CRaymond@halldale.org

Please do not hesitate to contact us or the 
allied teachers as well.  

Chewonki Fundraiser Update
The sale of Hall-Dale clothing and gear 

that was sold in October and November 
earned  $500 profit.  For those of you who 
participated the sixth grade appreciated your 
support.

In January the Fundraising Committee 
will be soliciting contributions from  
businesses or individuals to offset the total 
tuition cost for the students going to 
Chewonki. The monies raised from this 
fundraiser will reduce the per child 
registration fee thus benefiting all students.  If 
you know of an individual or business that 
might be interested in making a donation 
please contact Karen Benner @ "Benner, 
Karen" <kbenner@DAI-BOSTON.com> or 
call her @ 207-582-2400 X2019 or 
207-582-8320.  She will be able to provide 
you with a letter that you can give to people if 
you know of someone who would like 
participate in helping the students.

In February the fundraising committee 
will be selling Tupperware.  Students will be 
given a catalog to take home and are 
encouraged to sell items in which 40% of 
each sale is profit.  This is a fundraiser in 
which the students can help earn money to 
help offset their total cost of  Chewonki.  We 
are hoping that this can be done similar to the 
way the magazine sales are handled.

At the last fundraiser meeting there was 
a small group of parents who worked on the 
preparations for these fundraisers.  
Fundraisers in January and February will 



require many hands to have them be 
successful.  The committee has requested 

that the 6th grade team, on behalf of the 
students, ask others if they would help to 
make the next two events successful so that 
all of  the students may benefit.  The 
committee will meet again in early January 
so if you are interested please contact Karen 
Benner at 582-8320  or 
Kathy  Veilleux at 441-8666. 

Reminder:  As of right now the cost for 
Chewonki is $144.00.  Some folks have 
taken an advantage of the payment plan 
and some have already paid in full.  
Hopefully, the upcoming fundraisers will 
help lower the cost for everyone.  If you 
wish to make a payment you can make 
out the check to Hall-Dale Middle School 
with Chewonki payment on the memo 
line.

    Japanese

Students have learned more than 50 Hiragana 

characters! As a cultural activity they experienced 

Shodo, Japanese 

Calligraphy.They practiced 

shodo using the Hiragana 

characters that they have 

learned. Please check their 

work in the lobby, the art is 

beautiful! 

    French news from 

Madame McK

Bonjour!
French classes are now enjoying cultural 

activities related to Noël after a trimester-plus of hard 
work. All students are making steady progress in 
reading, writing, speaking and understanding spoken 
French. Sixth graders are able to count to 1,000 and can 
even do simple math problems in French. Seventh 
graders are now discussing likes and dislikes, and eighth 
graders have been describing themselves, their friends 
and families using a variety of adjectives. Both seventh 

and eighth grade classes have begun an email correspondence 
with students from a middle school near Grenoble, France, which 
will  continue throughout the year. To me, this is one of the best 
ways to use their French and learn more about the people and 
culture of France.  

        Spanish

In 6
th

 grade we are wrapping up our unit where are 

learning about items in the classroom and around the school, 

and describing the colors that go with them.  This unit is a 

good one for introducing some Spanish grammar and 

learning that things do not always translate directly from 

Spanish to English.  The students have been working hard 

and I am very impressed with how quickly they are 

learning!  After break we will be starting to learn the 

numbers in Spanish and some phrases associated with them.  

As always, being prepared for class and remembering to 

study a little each night is what will really help them to 

succeed in class.  

                      

Library News
by Jody Bachelder & Patience Thomas

In the spring of 2009, Hall-Dale K-12 libraries kicked 

off an ongoing literacy campaign called Hall-Dale Reads!  
To help buy recreational reading materials that encourage 

students to read for fun, we're asking the community for 

corporate and personal donations.  In return for a donation, 

we put the sponsor’s name on our web site and on a special 

bookplate in every book we buy.  Parents or grandparents 

may donate a book in their child’s name. To date we have 

raised almost $3,400 and have generated lots of enthusiasm 

for reading! 

For more information about our campaign, see our 

web site at http://www.halldale.org/index.php/wikis/

hd_hs_lib_wiki/Hall-Dale_Reads%21/.  We appreciate this 

investment in our children and our community.  If you 

would like to make a donation, please contact Jody 

Bachelder, District Librarian, at jbachelder@halldale.org or 



622-6211 ext. 301.

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors!

Savings Bank of Maine, Sam’s Club, Cosmetic and 

Family Dentistry - Steven R. Zembroski DMD, Jim 

and Kathy Duncklee, Kennebec Savings Bank, 

Wise Uniforms and Equipment,Todd and Jody 

Bachelder, Tim Hortons, Maine State Credit Union, 

Dairy Queen, Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Pamela 

and Tom MacDonald, Border Trust Company, 

Home Depot, Facial & Oral Surgery Associates 

P.A., The Liberal Cup, Charlie’s Motor Mall, Inc., 

Sally Wagley, Pinkham Insurance Agency, Katy 

Perry

NCLB Report Card

"The NCLB Report Cards are now available for 
your review.  The reports contain information 
from two years of assessment data, including 
results from the MEA and the NAEP.  In 
addition, there is information on it regarding 
highly qualified teachers.  A summary of the 
information in the NCLB Report Card is 
available in the school office.  The summary 
can also be found on the www.kidsrsu.org 
website, along with a link to the actual NCLB 
Report Card." 

Students of the Month
Trimester 1

Shania St. Pierre
Alex Guiou
Annie Wilson
Mykle Price
Jordan Gardiner
Annie McKee

        Trimester 1 Honor Roll

      Margret Pomerleau
         Anna Hodgkins
       Owen MacDonald
           Annie McKee
            Nicole Bodge
             Signe Lynch
       Margret Marseglia
         Quinton Stebbins
             Thea Sweet
          Regina Wilson

Congratulations to all!

      
Capturing the Passion:

 Technology for Musicians, Artists and 
Athletes

Join Jim Moulton and Anne-Marie Quirion-Hutton of Apple as they demonstrate ways 
student musicians, artists, and athletes can use the laptops to collect, critique,  and 
share their progress and talents. Then join in the hands-on segment to begin a portfolio 
for your child.

Ways students have used technology to reach their goals:

•Record musical pieces in Garageband- review for technique. Replay/re-record
•Share digitized photos of their artwork with others for feedback from an 
authentic community of artists
•Create a video collection of athletic skills to send to coaches at colleges, prep 
schools and elite teams

When:  January 5th (snow date Jan 13)
Where: Hall-Dale HS/MS LIbrary
Time:    6:30-8:00

Please bring your child!s laptop to use during the hands-on portion. Students are invited 
to attend as well. Student tech ambassadors will be available to help guide you as you 
learn.

For more information please call Lydia Leimbach @ 622-6211 or via email at 
lleimbach@halldale.org
"

"


