
 Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 
Historical Research Incomplete or 

unattempted 
Has fewer then five 
sources, doesn’t directly 
cite sources in paper, 
uses incorrect format, 
gives arguments that are 
not found in sourcs. 

Student utlilizes five or 
more reliable sources by 
1) consulting sources for 
information, 2) 
evaluating reliability of 
sources, 3) using sources 
in the text of essay or 
slide show to support 
the thesis, 4) using 
proper citation format 
both in the citation page 
and in the body of the 
material. 

Meets all requirements 
for a 3 and depends 
heavily on sources.  
Frequently cites sources 
throughout the body of 
the work.  Sources are 
thoroughly and 
accurately integrated 
into the work. 

Clear and Effective 
Communicator 

Incomplete or 
unattempted 

Thesis is unclear, or 
simply states a fact not 
requiring argument.  
Doesn’t use intro-body-
conclusion format.  

Presents a clear and 
arguable thesis.  Uses 
sources to support 
thesis.  Uses intro-body-
conclusion form 
(whether in essay or 
presentation). 

Thesis and evidence are 
closely related to each 
other.  Direct quotations 
are effectively used.  
Thesis is forcefully 
argued. 
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